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The Main Issue: Slavery

• Problem: How to deal with slavery in western U.S.

• New land is added, should it be slave state or free 

state?

• Popular Sovereignty: Political power to decide 

whether or not to have slavery (people vote on 

issue of slavery)

What do you think the USA 

should do with the new states? 

Free or not?

Sectionalism

• Favoring your region’s interests over 
the interests of the country

• Wilmot Proviso: Northerners in 
Congress tried to say no slavery 
could exist in Mexican Cession 

(West)

• Free-Soil Party: Anti-Slavery 

Northerners that supported the 
Wilmot Proviso

The Compromise of 1850 Part 1

• California: South was afraid 

if it was a free state, they 

would lose their balance of 

power in Congress.

• John C. Calhoun: Wanted 

the South to secede due to 

California becoming a free 

state

• Secede: Leave the Union, 

become your own Country

Historical Analysis:

Is seceding from the 

country a cowardly

move?

The Compromise of 1850 Part 2

• California becomes a free 

state

• Mexican Cession divided 

into Utah and New Mexico

• All slavery in the rest of the 

Mexican Cession would be 

decided by Popular 

Sovereignty (people’s vote)

• Slave trade outlawed in 

Washington D.C.

Fugitive Slave Act

• Made it a crime to help runaway slaves and 

allowed official to arrest and return slaves from 

free areas. 

– Northerners did not like enforcing the Act

Anthony Burns:

• Fugitive Slave arrested in Boston

and returned to Virginia

• Reason for many people to 

become abolitionist

• 1852 State Champion Bow-Tie  

Wearer

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

• Written by Harriet Beecher Stowe 

• Book discussed harsh reality of slave life

• Persuaded many Americans to fight against slavery
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Trouble in Kansas

• The issue of slavery dominated politics 

• Laws to prevent slavery were met with violence

• The bloodiest battleground of all was Kansas

I am President Franklin Pierce, 

the 14th President of the United 

States of America. I am here to 

say that I think the issue of 

slavery should be put to rest! 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act

• A plan that would divide the remainder of the 

Louisiana Purchase into two territories, Kansas 

and Nebraska

– This would allow the people of each territory to decide 

on the issue of slavery

• This decision led many to become angered, cause 

a series of attacks called Bleeding Kansas

Bleeding Kansas: Noteworthy Attacks

• Attack on Lawrence

– May 1856

– Proslavery Grand Jury charged leaders of anti-slavery 

government with treason

– Posse set fires, looted buildings, and smashed 

newspaper pressed

• Pottawatomie Massacre

– May 24, 1856

– John Brown and his men killed 5 pro-slavery men


